
Open Burn Permit
Applications

Issue Burn
Permit with
Conditions

Yes

NoIs the proposed burn site
located within the city

limits of Des Moines, West
Des Moines, Clive, Windsor

Heights, Urbandale or
Pleasant Hill?

You may request a meeting
with the Polk County Board

of Health Advisory
Committee for the issuance

of a variance permit.

Is the proposed burn for
Disaster Rubbish under
a declared community

disaster period?
Available County-Wide

Does the proposed burn
meet the applicable

requirements of
Chapter V, Article III,

Section 5-7?

Yes

No

Is the proposed burn for Tree & Tree
Trimmings at a site operated by a

local governmental entity? The burn
site must be supervised, conducted
during favorable weather, 1/4 mile
separation from inhabited buildings

and fenced with access control.
Available County-Wide.

Yes

Is the proposed burn for Landscape Waste
& classified as Clearing & Grubbing located
in unincorporated Polk County?  The burn

site is limited to areas at 1/4 mile distance
from inhabited building by other than the
landowner or tenant.  Notification can be
made to residence closer than 1/4 mile

and if no concerns are presented then the
Health Officer may issue the permit.

Available in un-incorporated Polk County.

Yes

No

Is the proposed burn
located at a

residential-single family
property located in

unincorporated Polk
County?

No

Yes
Commercial Properties

located in unincorporated
Polk County are not allowed
to open burn under Chapter
V, Article III, Section 5-7.

Residential Properties are
not required to obtain a

burn permit for landscape
waste originating on the

property.

Commercial & Residential
Properties within the city limits of

Des Moines, West Des Moines,
Clive, Windsor Heights, Urbandale
or Pleasant Hill are not allowed to
open burn under Chapter V, Article

III, Section 5-7.

(V-1)
The Health Officer is authorized to
issue a permit for an open fire for

the following purposes.  These
permits may contain conditions and

are subject to the provisions of
Chapter V.

Is the burn for
Flare Stacks?

Available
County-Wide.

No

Is the burn for a Training Fire set for the
bona fide training of public or industrial

employees?  All exterior asphalt
containing material must be removed.

Fire Department shall be allowed to host
(2) training fire per year with asphalt
containing materials  provided that all

asbestos containing material are removed
prior to the training fire.  Available

County-Wide.

Is the burn for paper or
plastic pesticide

containers and seed corn
bags?  Available in

unincorporated Polk
County.

Is the burn for a Bonfire for
public gatherings under the
legitimate sponsorship of
civic, fraternal, religious,

education or similar
organization? Available

County-Wide.

Is the burn for Crews
operating under the

authority of any
political subdivision?

Available County-Wide.

Is the burn for Prairie
Re-establishment and

maintenance at sites which
are publicly owned or

normally open to the general
public?  Available

County-Wide.

Did the Polk County
Board of Health

Advisory Committee
Approve the Variance

Request?

Deny The Burn
Permit

Application.

No

No

No

No

No

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes
Yes

No

Yes

Yes

No

Authorization to permit an open fire will
not be granted by the Health Officer

when such conditions arise that would
deem such fires to be a safety hazard.

Permit fees may be established by
resolution of the Polk County Board of

Supervisors.  Burn permit fees are
currently $126 plus $13 for each

inhabited building located within 1/4
mile of the proposed burn site.

No

Go to variance
permits issued by
the Health Officer

(V-1)


